
CONG K ESSIONAL.
REMARKS OF Mr. MANGUM,

OF NURTII CAROLINA,
In Explanation of hi* Political Position in relation

to the Presidential Election.
In the Senate, April 15, 1852.

Mr MANGUM said: Mr. President, I indicated yes¬
terday u purpose to ask, by the courtesy of the
that I might be permitted to speak og a matter w*"«h
nin uware is not strictly in order thw morning. 1 hope
tbat the consent of the Senate will be given.
The PRESIDENT. The Senator will prooeed unless

objected to.
There was no objection.
Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, I hare no speech to

make, in the ordinary acceptation of that term. 1 desire
to make a few remarks touching, as brkdy as I may, upon
a few points which, in fact, are mainly in Reference to my
own personal position, which, 1 am aware, is oHittle con¬

sequence to any body but myself.a topic on which most
men are supposed to speak fluently, and but few wisely.
I shall be as brief as 1 can.

It is known to the Senate that, during the past winter,
mv health has been, I may say, bad, but at best very vari¬
able and 1 have not participated at all in the business of
the Senate, except occasionally and very slightly.still
less have 1 participated in any arrangements or intrigues
touching Presidential questions, or any thingof that kind.
Yet I find, humble an individual as I am, that 1 am matlc
the subject of newspaper speculations, represented va¬

riously and conflictingly at different points. However
small may be the taper which 1 hold, 1 am unwilling that
every wind should play upon it and extinguish it. I de¬
sire to be understood correctly. .

It has been my habit, throughout life, on all occasions
of this character, never to be doubted; and I desire, ll 1
shall succeed in explaining myself perfectly, that I may
here not be doubted on these subjects. In regard to the
next Presidency, I shall, very probably, stand prepared to
support the nominee of the Whig Convention. I profess to
be n party man. and shall act upon that principle; I shall
yield as I was compelled to do four years ago, against
ray own judgment, if necessary against all my own incli¬
nations, to support, as I did then, most strenuously, the
nominee of the Whig Convention.

But, while I shall probably do this, I have mv prefer¬
ence. 1 had the same four years ago; and that prefer¬
ence implies no dereliction of principle upon mydart. n

u.ny departure from, or modification whatsoever of.
principles that I have steadily maintained for now nearly
thirty years, in both branches of the National Legislature.
1 know, if I go in a particular direction, that weha.c°""
servatives both North and South of what is esteemed the
peculiar institution of the South, who imagine that a man
is unfaithful to them, is unttue to them if hs does no

happen to tread in the path indicated by them. I am, old
enough, if not wise enough, to act upon the suggestions
of my own understanding; and, wise or unwise, 1 shall
probably do so without fear, favor, or affection, reward or

hope of reward.unintimidated by the menaces of power,
unseduced by the blandishments of flattery.
Upon this interesting question, 1 unhappily am inform¬

ed, and believe, that I differ as regards my first choice
from a portion of the constituency whom 1 have the honor to
represert. It has not been an uncommon thing for me, in
the course of my public service, to differ profoundly, upon
several occasions, from my constituents. They have been
forbearing and kind, and that is the ground of ftiany griels
and regrets when my sense of public duty impel.ed me to
such a difference. Perhaps the boldest actions ©! my pub¬
lic life have been those in regard to which these differ¬
ences have arisen, and have, in the long run, given me
whatever little strength I may have had at home. I shal
continue to pursue the course that my judgment shall
indicate ae the best for their interest, safety, happiness,
and prosperity, during the short tiuse that the relations
now subsisting between myself and my constituent® shall
continue.

... TMy purpose is to retire from public life, i am a can¬
didate for nothing ; nor do I expect to be ever again a

candidate for any thing. During nearly thirty years of
service in both branches of the National Legislature, 1
have never sought employment under any ExecuUjre vin-
der any power. I should always feel a sort of humilia¬
tion in riving up the kind confidence of a whole Mate toboTd anv office,1however exalted and illustrious, by the
feeble tenure of the will of one man 1 have never sought
it for myself or for mine. 1 shall never do so. I will
also say that 1 have never felt a sense of humiliation in

appealing to my constituents, the people oi my own State ,aSd if successful, that success has invariably produced
upon me the impression of a sense of my unwortiuness or

inability to render this service compatible with the degree
of confidence which has been reposed in me.

I should not feel now any sort ot humiliation to appeal
to them for any place of honor, trust, or profit, it they
had it in their bestowal, though I am no candidate, and,
in all probability, never shall be again, even for the favor
of a people who are nearer and dearer to my own heart
than any others ; and I trust the whole Amer.can family

understand, from evidences which 1 cannot question,
that a majority of the people of North Carolina prefer the
present President for the succession, as their first ,cb°"£jTbat is not exactly my condition. I sUnd where I siw>od
fottT ye.ro ago. I prefer another as my first ohoice. This
diversity of opinion between my constituents and myself
can lead. I trust, to no results that may be detrimental to
the public interest*. I know perfectly well that the avowal
of this preference on my part will grate harshly on the
ear* of the friends of the present Executive, both here and
elsewhere. But, according to the custom of my whole
life, I feel it to be my duty to speak truly my honest and
sincere convictions. 1 will speak even unpleasant things
to my constituents, if I believe the public interests re-

q
Sir S will further say, that 1 believe that the people of

North Carolina are so'averse to all the agitations that
have existed here upon a particular subject, and to all the
Rotations of a local and sectional character of every kind
whatsoever, that they would very reluctantly bestow their
support upon any.one who either directly or indirectly en¬

courages such agitation. In that respect we do not differ
at idl; for 1 hold that no enlightened patriot can ever de¬
sire to see this country pas* again through such terrible,
such alarming scenes as we all witnessed during 1849 and
1860. I prav God that such may never happen again in

this ciaitry.
A, .I know very well that there are certain gentlemen who

make light of it; who supposed, or affected to suppose,
that nt evil was likely to result from that agitation; who
considered that the t'nion was safe ; or who, to concea
their unpatriotic and traitorous devices, affected to con¬
sider it safe. Yes, sir, if they had been at sea and irf a
storm, perhaps they might have made light of it when
they regained itrra firma ; bnt they were not less affright¬
ed, perhaps, during the time when the elements were

bating and struggling, and warring above, beneath and
around them. The wisest men in this oountry did think
there was grent and imminent peril. I thought so then ,

1 think *o yet. I hope we have cicup^ it. Hut with all
the finalities, there is not yet a finality to the disposition
to agitate. 1 disapprove the whole of it. I think that in
this burning focus of faction at the city of Washington,
quite as much is done to produce this agitation as i» pro¬duced either by the Abolitionists of the North or the dia-
unionists of another portion of the Union. I have no
sympathy with either of them. I bsve never l>een heard
to speak in any factious spirit upon this delicate question
within my recollection. It is not my purpose to do it
now.

|Instead of preferring the present President of the Lni-!
ted States as my first choice, 1 prefer Winfield Scott: and,
if he shall be the nominee, 1 have little fear of the result.
I know bow difficult it is for a man, powerless, without
patronatfe, and without official influence, to get a nomina¬
tion against the power of an Administration which can
wheel into the ranks a hundred thousand officeholders,
and dependant* perhaps to the number of half a million.
1 know that if they unscrupulously uie this power, it will
be next to impossible to obtain a nomination ngainst them.
The present President is entitled to the declaration from
me that I believe he would scorn the use of such means
Hut what some of his friends might do, I should not un¬
dertake to vouch for. Their activity, premature and
somewhat absurd, as 1 thought, seems to furnish a full
guaranty that they will not be in the future sluggards,
.nd disloyal to their practices in the past.

I have said that North Carolina will not be inclined to
support any man who is in favor of reopening agitation
npor these delicate subjects; and on that point I here
express the conviction, and I might almost say my know¬
ledge, that General Scott can show as clean a bill of po¬
litical health on these questions as either the present
President, Mr. Webster, or Mr. f.lay. I say what I think
i know, dur.ug the pendency of these questions. After
the successful adiustment of them, good and patriotic and
pa rifid men met the "All hails'" of the entire country;
l.ut, before those measures passed, when men stood upon
n plank, trembling over a precipice.thst was the time
to try the sincerity, the candor, anj the truthfulness of
men s professions and men's conduct. During that period
<Jenrrai Scott unqaailingly went ahead to produce an
adjustment of those angry difficulties, and a pacification
upon which honorable men. North, Sooth, Fast, and
VVest, could stand upon in reference to the questions that
were then agitating the country so menacingly and ap¬
pallingly. 1 do not pretend to say that he approved of
everv thing that was done in the various acts of compro¬
mise and concurred in all their details. Far from It. I
would venture to say, as a mere matter ot opinion, that
tlinre was not a member in either branch of the I<eRis1a-
turo that approved of every thing in every one of those
fciils. I certainly did not. But I actcd upon this pnnci-

ole I went for an adjustment upon which an honorable
.< tiu. .»u «<

desire to obtain an advantage, or a V1C^ j tUJkover my opponents in that sectionul c0

Urere ilJLlightW* .!» would - " JJ-ouire a yictory or a triumph over his frieuua anu ws

brethren. In that respect, I believe, from my in^ ^with General Scott, that he mow nearly
mv personal feelings than any other man with 1SS Sir, u»uun*l m .11 hi. M,»Jnroclivities in all his inclinations, in all his profession#,
nor of the South over the North. Nor
an adjustment of any sort, upon which >uen »^ 8Und
with honor at both extremes of the £ P.«JJthat heritage, without which liberty, I think, would t>eXtomKXand perhaps forever. Imagine tins Union
separated exactly& twain ; once set that example, and it

would crumble few* into the smallest and mo* contemp¬
tible uud factious, and warring lragments, a*d we would
become a by-wonl and a scorn to all the enlightened por¬
tions of mankind who feel any interest in human liberty
and in the progress of civilization.

] believe, therefore, that in doing what 1 do, in indicat¬
ing the preference which 1 have, I in no degree depar
from the principles which I have always advocated; not
at all. Hut yet I find gentlemen whose ambition may be
limited to a township, or a county, or a Congressional dis¬
trict or at most, perhaps, to a State, impugning me in

the public prints as a tail to the kite of the honorable
Senator from New Ywk, (Mr. Sbwaub,) lor whom I have
all due respect, except for his opinions upon the delica
subjects to which I have referred. There we are as wide
as the poles asunder. In regard to that we agree to dis¬
agree. Yes, sir,- these gentlemen of but yesterday are

arraigning my consistency, my steadfastness to the bouth,
to Southern principles and Southern Institutions.
can the boldest of them find that, in a public life of nearly
thirty years, I have quailed in the presence of an enemy
toS peculiar interests of my region of country where
the intimidation of power has made me succumb
blandishments and the arts of flattery have seduced me
from the course which I had marked out for myse
record of the sort can be produced. 1 may be a little
ultra on this subject, yet I hope that does not extend so

far as to make me sectional, and to forget that 1 have a

great duty that I owe to every portion of this blessed
Union. 1 hope not, sir. But some gentlemen are so ex¬

tremely wise that they cannot associate with gentlemen
who entertain different views on tins subject. m

introduce into our platform and our creed a new pnnev-
ple. We are to take the compromise as a new article in

our political creed. I have not looked at it very much- of
lute j I woll vrhpn »t wa. P»SM«1 '?
went South, you would find but a mere majority of Whigs
and Democrats combined in favor of it; and if you went
North, vou would find the majority the other way; more
Democrats in favor of it than Whigs, I admit Well, that
would be a platform! I suppose our friends in South
Carolina, and even of Alabama and Mississippi, would be
very unwilling to see it constructed ; and some as sound
Democrats as there are in this land, and as sound Whigs
too, would be unwilling to meet on that platform. The
compromise measures have passed into laws. There is no

longer any territory open for the agitation of provisos;
and 1 hope no more territory may be acquired, either by
the spirit of rapacity er otherwise, to revivify these ques¬
tions. They are now settled. There is nothing upon
which agitation can act. If any triumph was obtained,
it was but upon a single point.in accordance, I believe,
with the principles of all pUrties in this country that
each State may determine for itself what shall be the cha¬
racter of its domestic institutions. I think there was no
loss of honor on either side. Yet it has gone to the South
that there was an entire destruction of all the elements ol
honor, and that men cannot stand upon the settlement.
They are asked to stand out of the Union ; but they
would not stand there long. So, in the North, it is said
the Constitution must be disregarded. And who alleges
it? Men who desecrate the Holy Bible, and the religion
ef our Saviour himself. But this will not, in the long
run, weigh with the common sense of the country ; for I
have an abiding belief that whenever this country shall
be deeply stirred to its foundations, it will show common
sense enough, and conservatism enough, to maintain our
institutions. In a word, I think a separation of the States
almost a political impossibility. I thought otherwise, or
rather feared otherwise, during that terrible session of
]g49_'50. I had strong apprehensions, as one would have
had even for a parent or a child that hung by a thread
over a bottomless gulf. The bravest of men were made
to tremble, and almost to quake ; were sleepless at uighLjridiculous as it is represented to be by some gentleman
who recklessly went forward, lighting their little tapers
and making their way through the world, trying to get a
little flash popularity which would not live longer than
their tapers would burn. Recklessly as they pushed for¬
ward to results, fearful and destructive to every thing of
political philosophy, every lover of human liberty and
human freedom must have felt that, on the decision of the
questions then pending, depended the hopes of mankind ;
and that, if these reckless counsels should prevail, this
Union.the hope of mankind.would have been buried for
a time, if not forever. 1 hope never to be endowed with
that sort of recklessness ; and I hope that the majority
of the American people will never be endowed with it. I
hope that, with a fraternal, kindly, and affectionate sense,
we will watch our institutions, watch their progress, and
endeavor to perpetuate their safety.

In the preference I have indicated for the next Presi¬
dency 1 feel that our interests will be as secure in those
hands as in any hands that could be selected in this Union.
I feel that in the purity, the nationality, the known honor,
the honest and steadfast principles of that gentleman,
they would be as safe as they would be any where In
the providence of God, it is not the highest ability and
most practised statesmanship that is required to give us
a good government. It would be most unfortunate for
the world, and especially for this American world, if it
were so. Right intentions, a sound and a firm hear !, and
a steady purpose, with the elements of good, strong, com¬
mon sense, are all that are required for carrying out all
that is necessary to make the people happy, prosperous,
and even glorious.

. ., .The practised Machiavelians, intimately acquainted
with all the sinuosities, tortuosities, and adroitnesses of
the cunning politician, yield to strong and high sense, a

firm heart, and right intentions and directness of purpose
as quickly as oar cousins, the wily Mexicans, yielded to a

grcutcr than Cortex, in his triumphant, glorious, and al¬
most miraculous march from Vera Crux to the old city of
the Aztecs.

There is another circumstance which leads me to my
preference in favor of the gentleman whom I preferred
four years ago. I think it was a great national misfor¬
tune that he was not selected at that time. If he had been
President, we should have never had the scenes which oc¬
curred here during the winter and spring of 1849-'50 ; we
should not have had the Buffalo Convention, with all its
disasters. But this other reason of mine is, the ground
of availability. It has been my steady, unwavering con¬
viction, for more than a year and a half, that Winfield
Scott is the only W'hig in this Union who can reach the
Presidency by the voice of the people. I admit that he
has been somewhat crippled and damaged at the South.
and I say it with all due respect.by the development of
a premature, and, as I have thought, somewhat absurd
ambition of the present " powers that be." They have
endeavored to ally him with Freesoi! and Abolition influ¬
ences ; and the unerring instincts of fear have brought
the ever-watchful I>emocracy into harmonious co-opera¬
tion with the "powers that be" on this point. Sir, there
is no Abolitionist who believes there is My truth in that
allegation or cunningly-suggested insinuation; nor do
they lielieve it themselves. There is no Freesoiler who
ever expects to be able to use him as an instrument. Of
all the men upon the earth I should select him among the
first who wouldnever be made an unworthy instrument in
the hands of anv faction, whether 8outh or North That
is iny opinion.

"

I undertake to express the belief that he
is the only Whig in the Union who has any chance to be
elected to the Presidency ; and I would say to my honor¬
able and respected friend from Michigan (Mr. (,ass) that
1 should never repine to see any honor conferred upon
him hy the American people. Though perhaps this is
praise coming from a quarter that may rather damage
than benefit him, I must say that I shall never forget the
uuwnvering, steady, anxious solicitude that that Senator
exhibited in the committee of thirteen, from the day of its
first meeting until the report was finally made. I sayagain.not as a Whig, but as an American citizen.that
I sheuld never repine at any honof* the country mightthink proper to confer upon him ; yet I should feel some
sympathy for him to sec him in collision with my friend.Genera! Scott; for I rather apprehend that the scenes of
Chcrubuxco and Chapultepec would be re-enacted; though,of coarse, I do not mean to compare the Senator from
Michigan to the Mexicans. 1 venture to express the opin¬ion that there is no intelligent person within the hearingof my voice, who has turned his attention to these sub¬
jects, who believes that either of the other Whig candi¬
date* presented can g*t even half the number of electoral
votes iiecessnry to make an election. There is not an
intelligent person, I think, who has turned his attention
to the snbject, who doe# not entertaii* this opinion in
common with me.

I have a strong feeling of auld Inng ryn* for my old
friend, tlie editor of the Union; for I have been distressed
at his sorrow that the Whigs did not seem to pay a suffi¬cient degree of respect to certain other gentlemen who
are named for a certain high office. 1 sympathize withhis solicitude and anxiety; for I have none but the kind¬
est personal feelings for him, and great rcipect for his
sagarity.a quality which I think he possesses in a veryhigh dfgree. It is the old doctrine of New York Demo¬
cracy, first avowed, I l»elieve, by Governor Marcy, now a
very prominent candidate for the Presidency, that the
xpoils belong to the victorious party. It is said that there
are fifty millions of spoils to pass to the victorious party.And let mc say that if a satisfactory guaranty could be

given to the friends of tbe editor of the Umon tlmt weiould nominate A or B, or any other than Wmbeld Scott,
as a candidate for the Presidency, they might be
to advanoe, in Uie Hungarian scrip style, ten per cent, ol
these fifty millions or live millions; and they would make
by the operation forty-five millions, with au absolute cer¬

tainty. Our friends of tbe democracy are keen at a sharp
bargain But if our choice should fall upon the hero ofc3u tepeVa.d^err« Gordo, and of ull other fieldswhefe his proud war-steed has champed the victorious
bit, they would not get off quite so easy. If this could
be a business transaction, divested of every thing suppos¬
ed to be dishonorable, sustained by pubhe ooimon- if we
could give satisfactory guaranties of who should be the
nominee of the Whig Convention, we would have the mo¬

ney paid over, after reasonable notice, in a ahorl time af¬
ter the books were opened. By going into the pohtica
marts where offices are bought and sold, and arranged
'. out'' and .« in," the thing would be very easy.

This is a very dull and u very dry business to be givingtaTSXitokw wki.h 1. exactly a. wirwiU,
inps of mv own constituents; but so it must be. 1 have
seen. als«I on the part of my friend.the editor of the
Union great solicitude to exclude Gen. Scott from any
intimation, in the terrible session of I80O,directly or in-

directly, of desiring any law to be passed which should
be more efficient in restoring fugitives from labor to their
former service. I find, by looking at the Journals, that
as early as the 8d of January, 1850, that bill was intro¬
duced and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary;
and, as earlv as the 17th of January.it was reported back
from that committee. It underwent several days discus¬
sion, upon a motion which I myself bad the honor to
make, that with the resolution^ntroduced by the Senator
from Tennessee, (Mr. BtLu)and the resolutions and bills
introduced by an honorable Senator from Mississippi,
(Mr Foot*).no longer here.and the resolution of the
Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay,) should be refen-ed
to that much-reviled Committee of Thirteen. We after¬
wards (what seemed to me to*T»e an anomaly in parlia¬
mentary business) retained in this body the fugitive slave
bill subject to occasional discussions, while the same sub .

iect was before the Committee of Thirteen. The commit¬
tee reported a bill on that subject, which we supposed
would be quite as efficient and less offensive to Northern
sentiment than the bill which finally became a law.
By an amendment which was introduced.if I ahould

speak of committee affairs.1 think by the Senator from
Michigan, and which was adopted and reported by the
committee, it would have plaoed this law in a ®ucb more

acceptable and less offensive condition to the North than
the law which finally passed. But there was a wreck of
the omnibus, and we had to gather the membra ais-
-teta au we could, and fix th«m together, la doing «o we

lost sight of the old fugitive slave bill reported by the
committee of thirteen, and took that already prepared to
our hands by the Committee on the Judiciary, and tha
was passed. Gen. Scott, when he addressed the Union
meeting at Castle Garden.when he wrote his letter to
Mr. Clay.when he spoke in the Capitol and the lobbies
of this chamber, manifesting the utmost degree of anxie¬

ty and solicitude that some plan of adjustment should be
agreed upon by which the Union would be relieved fi orn
the menacing condition in which it was placed, must have
had in contemplation that with the other great objects.
That he went for all the details of that measure, or for
all the details of all the measures usually called the com¬
promise, I do not undertake to say. I bave never beam
him declare it. There were many things in those several
bills which I would have had out of them if I could. But
the Union, like divers other papers, with a very patriotic
spirit, looking very much to the pacification ol the coun¬

try, desires to reopen this question upon the fugitive
slave bill, and to indicate that Gen. Scott must say what
were his purposes, or that he cannot be supported by ho¬
norable men from the South. Well, sir, we shall see. I
have no apprehensions upon that subject. I consider him
as national and as patriotic as any man whatsoever who
is named for the Presidency by either of the parties pf
the country.. He would scorn to acquire a triumph lor
one section of the country over another; and nobody
would do it but a little two-penny politician. No en¬

lightened patriot or statesman, with enlarged views,
would ever desire it. It would be the nidus.the nest of
unnumbered ills in the future.the nest from which, in¬
stead of birds with brilliant plumage to delight the eye,
and warblings to regale the ear, would issue serpents to
sting the American people to madness. It is unbrotherly.
and it is as unwise as it is unbrotherly, to desire such sec¬
tional advantages, miscalled triumphs. No American
patriot can or will ever desire it.

If I were placed upon tbe confines of the most distant
frontier of the East, or if I were placed upon the banks
of tbe Rio Grande : or if, again, I were placed in the fur¬
thest West, upon the wild sea-banks, laved by the waves
of the peaceful sea ; or if I were upon the cold heights of
the Rocky Mountains, I should desire to be able to say,
with a full heart, with a swelling, exultant pride, this it
my country; Tarn an American citizen.

Sir, every portion of the Union, to the enlightened pub¬
lic man, if not equally dear, is dear to this extent: that
he would acquire no undue advantage over that in favor
of his own. A man who would do that I would not trust
with my purse in the private walks of life.that is, if it
had any thing in it.
But it is said by a certain class of politicians that Gen¬

eral Scott should give out a letter and his views of what
were and what are his sentiments and opinion?. I should
like to have seen what would have been said of a man who
would have required that General Washington should nde
over to his neighbors, in Alexandria, and have his views

duly made out, under proper seal* *f offio*. that he was
an honest man and a good citizen, and might be truatH
with the management of the Government. What would
have been said if such a thing had been proposed with
regard to the elder Adams, Mr. Jefferson, or Mr. Madi¬
son ? It is indicative of a sad declension in the times,
when you require of such a man the same sort of certifi¬
cation that you would for a thousand-dollar clerk in one
of your bureaus. I had supposed that the Whig party,
with a fresh recollection of the Kane letter, of tbe watch¬
word of " Polk, Dallas, and the tariff of '42," would not
have desired anymore of such things. I do not.

I mean not, on this occasion, to indulge in any thing
like eulogium upon my first choice. I think euiog-.e-
the living are always in bad taste. I think they are very
often misapplied, and not unfrequently quite ridiculous.
I shall attempt no such thing. Let him stand forth, upon
his own foot, and look upon him as one of the ablest and
most prominent public servants of the country, wb®
illustrated our annals in a way that has commanded the
respect and the approbation of his countrymen, and se-
cored for him the admiration of the world, as much tor
bis goodness as his unquestioned greatness. You will not
think there is danger of his being swayed by freeeoiiism,
or abolitionism, or any thing of that sort, proceeding from
the North or the South, the East or the West, or any quar¬
ter less than his country, his whole country. It is an in¬
sult to suppose such a thing of a man who was born In a
Southern State, brought up in the midst of Southern in¬
stitutions ; who was educated for one of the learned pro¬
fessions; who has been all his life a law-abiding man;
who has been for the last twenty-odd years the mark for
the hostility of every Administration. They feared him,
and they hated him. He has been placed in the most
difficult situations ; and in the closing scene of the last
war. when he was about to be brought home to his own

country almost in chains, the indignant refusal of his
American heart to aecept propositions made to him in
Mexico, is worth more than all the speculations as to Free-
soil ism and Abolitionism, Kane letterism, and all the rest
of such thing*. I do not include in this the Nicholson
letter, for I understood that perfectly. I do not think
there was any mystery about it. I reviewed it four years
ago, and 1 then put the proper interpretation on it: It
was honorable to the gentleman who wrote it; and his
whole life, especially that portion of it which has come
under my observation, has been devoted to what he con¬
siders to lie the true principles of Government.
The remarks which I have made upon this occasion by

the forbearance of the Senate, fof which 1 return my sin¬
cere thanks, are made most diainterestly. I make them
honestly to my constituents. Though they may grate
harshly upon their ears, and may produco temporary an¬

ger, yet it has been my fortune to have differed with them
before; and, after their long-continued kindness to me,
I feol a perfect confidence that they will not imagine that
I would abandon any of their essential interests, or would
sec them abandoned without a struggle. I feel it due to
them now to call their attention to the fact, that upon a
false principle, to some extent, they are giving all their
sympathies and all their affections in one direction, where
they can be no better sustained nor justified than if they
were given in the direction in which I give mine. I stand
ready to oompare the record, and I will make out as clean
a bill of political health for my first choice as can be made
out for eithej of the other gentlemen named by the Whig
party. When I superadd to this tbe fact that we have an
F.clipse that can outrun time itself, and that will pass
over Young America and Old Fogyism as he would split
tho currents of air that meet him, I feel braced and con¬
firmed in ray jndgmcnt that the selection I have mad# is
wise, judicious, patriotic, and, in the event of success,
will redound to the interest, the happiness, and the glory
of the country.

I feel that I have trespassed most unreasonably upon
the indulgence of the Senate ; but, before I take my seat,
I wish to remark that the present Secretary of State won
much upon my affcctions. I should at one time have felt
willing to vote for him with a great deal of pleasure. I
think that his position and what he did entitled him to
the respect, and, in some sense, to the gratitude
of the country, though I have yet to learn that a
man deserves very much for the simple perform¬
ance of his duty, particularly when such great stakes are
to be played for as the preservation of the Union. In the
course of my public life I have found that I have more
frequently been put in a false position by a certain andor,
warmth and ausceptibility of temperament than by the
opposite and p«rhap« leas amiable weaknesses. I mast

say that certain events supervening bate modified, if thc-y
have not eutiruly changed, the current ol iny leelingt in
that direction, not uncorroborated by the (suggestions of
my judgment. I stand first as in favor of one without
competition, difficulty, or doubt. So I wish to be under¬
stood. Yet, as a party man, I shall be prepared to yield
to the decision of those to whom is usually entrusted the
selection of a candidate for the Whig party, unless I shall
thiuk' that there is something unfair about it. In ihat
case I shall feel and recognise no binding obligation upou
myself. That, however, is of no momeut to any one, or
to any thing, or to any result.

1 have been among our friend* of the b*uit uuu tiie
North, and I have studied them as carefully as 1 was able
to do during a two or three months' visit. They have more
elements of greatness, In the highest state ot excitation
and activity, than perhaps any portion of the world ol
equal population. While they eristerate many truths,
much philosophy, they also turn up a great deal that is
worthless ami useless, and even pernicious. While it is a
land of intelligence and vigor, of energy, of power, it is
also a land Of all sorts of «»*,, which, among our more

sluggish, and perhaps less mercurial, 04 it may be a com
ceited population of the South, are hardly ever known to
exist. Well, 1 have seen oh the list of ism* what 1 regard
as the most respectable of any that has appeared in mo¬
dern years, and that is anti-liquoriam. It is one ol a cha¬
racter that must command the approbation of every reflec¬
tive man who has lived half as long as I have. It ib an
endeavor to cure a national evil. Whoever shall discover
the means of doing it may be regarded as a great pu jIic
benefactor. Looking upon it in that sense, it may be re¬

garded as in some spirit national, as we have all seen,
with more or less regret, from the highest positions in the
Republic to the lowest. If they can suggest, either by
legislation or otherwise, or by moral suasion, and finu a

remedy for it, they must be regarded as great public be¬
nefactors, and as eminently conservative, (as I believe the
Whig doctrines generally are,) and promotive of life and
domestic happiness. I wish them God speed; but 1 wish
they would keep that question out of the range of partisan
politics; for our recent disasters, proceeding from that
cause, are not quite agreeable to my feelings. 1 think
that so pure and so unselfish a movement as that must be
supposed to be, ought not to be connected with partisan
politic#. Nothing can be imagined so pure, which, when
it is brought into the arena of party politics, does not be¬
come soiled by the contact, and draggled in the mire and
filth. Let these things stand upon their own footing. 1
hope we shall have no more national catastrophes. 1 hey
are godsends to the gentlemen who fix their eyes upon the
Presidency.a sort of windfall, from which they may carve

quite capital enough to make a President. And that has
reminded me of an amu ring book I have recently read,
where, in South Africa, the successful hunter shall strew
the giound with the dead carcasses of his game, and where
vultures and the savage natives flock by hundreds and
tens of hundreds, and gorge, and gorge, and gorge them¬
selves until they and all about them are monuments of dis¬
gusting rottenness. They are essentially jacobinical, and
are the best representatives of communism, of jacobinism,
of modern notions of liberty and equality, and oi equal
rights born with mankind. They are to my mind a per¬
fect type of some of those who advocate the jacobinical
doctrines of liberty, equality, and communism, as samples
of European republicanism. Sir, I beg pardon lor this
wandering digression. I did not imagine that I was going
to occupy the Senate half the time which I have occupied
it; but I hope that in future I shall not be misunderstood.
This is interesting to nobody but myself and my constitu¬
ents. Upon this question I shall be as free as they are.

Though humble in retirement at home, as 1 am here,
shall exercise my suffrage, I trust, as free as any body ,

and when I leave this seat and go into retirement, 1 shall
be ready to cry " All hail!" to my successor, and all pro¬
moters of rational liberty and well-regulated order, and
fervently hope that he may be vastly more success!uMhan
I have been in serving all the public interests; that, while
he will be more active, he may be also vastly more able. I
fervently pray for this for the honor of my native State, to
the undying love and deep sense of gratitude which
cherish for her, which can cease only with the last gleams
of memory and the last throbbings of my heart.

Mr. GWIN. The Senator from North Carolina has
stated that Gen. Scott can present as clean a bill of health
as any member of the Whig party whose name has. been
used in connexion with the office of President of the
United States. Now, 1 wish to know whether the honor¬
able Senator speaks by authority when lie says that Gen.
Scott occupies the same position with regard to the lugi-
tive slave bill as the President of the United States does I
That is to say, I wish to know whether the honorable Se¬
nator speaks by authority in making this announcement.
whether he wants the country to come to the conclusion
that Gen. Scott is in favor of the fugitive slave law as it
is and as it passed through Congress ? and, if elected
President of the United States, will execute the law as it
is, and oppose any modification or amendment whatso-
ever ?

Mr. MANGUM. I will reply to the gentleman, it is
not my habit to bask in the smiles or to be cooled in the
ahadc ol great men.

I have had no conversation with Gen. Scott on political
matters since December of the year before last, nor on
this subject, except in the galleries and lobbies oi the Se¬
nate Chamber, or other portions of the Capitol, uunng the
pendency of the "omnibus" bilk I speak what I know.
I speak of hi9 wishes, purposes, and desires at that time,
and I say he can present as clean a bill of political health
as any gentleman who is named for the Presidency, eitner
on the Whig or Democratic side.

. .That was a time that tried men; when public opinion
was Ml iubi0; when it was shaking in stays. It required
a little robustness of principle to step forward and take
hold of questions of that kind, before there had been any
indications of public opinion in coincidence with theirs.
The honorable Senator from Michigan (Mr. Cabs) did so,
and so did Gen. Scott, with equal zeal, and equal ardor,
and equal fearlessness of responsibility.that bugbear,
that evil genius of trimming and cunning politicians
As to the provisions of the fugitive slave bill, can the

Senator from California name to me a single person who
voted for what is now usually termed " the compromise
measures," who Is satisfied with all the details ofVall the
bills embraced in those measures t If he will show me
such a one, he will ahow me what 1 have not yet seen or
even heard of. I was not satisfied with many of those
measures myself; but I took them because 1 saw it was a

platform on which all honorable men could stand, and be¬
cause it did not give a triumph to one section over the
other. 1 did not desire that it should. Gen Scott did
not desire it, for I think he is as purely national as any
one who voted on that question.

>Mr. GWIN. The answer is just what I expected it would
be, that the Senator is not authorised to say that General
Scott was in favor of the bill as it is, and, if elected 1 re¬

sident, will maintain it unimpaired, as the present Presi¬
dent of the United 8tates has done. I have as high a

respect for the personal and military character of General
8cott as any member of this body ; but this is a very im¬

portant question ; and this is a very important tra in the
history of the country. I believe no gentleman m the
8enate can get up and say that General Scott is in favor
of the fugitive slave law, and will execute it as the pre¬
sent President of the United States haa, and I undertake
to say that when the Senator from North Carolina asserts
that General Scott can present as clean a bill of health,
in regard to the compromise measure#, including the
fugitive slave law, as Mr. Fdlmore or any other Whig
candidate for the Presidency, he cannot say that he
(General Scott) is pledged to execute the law as it has
been executed, and that he would oppose any alteration
of that law if elected President

Mr. MANGUM. Sir, I have no difficulty in answering
the question ; or, at all event?, in giving my opinion as to
that. I have not gone to ask General Hcott the question,
nor have I exchanged a word with him touching the Pre¬
sidency since last December wa*< a year. I act upon m_\
own knowledge and responsibility. You can make no
President who will not endeavor to have every law exe¬
cuted, as long as it is a law, and as far as his power will
so unless ho be a perjured, reckless, unprincipled man.
1 believe, sir, that General Scott, if elected President of
the United States, would have all laws executed, accord¬
ing to the best of his ability, every one. He would be
Rwom to do it; and we must form a very low estimate of
his morals or character if we supposed otherwise
Now, sir, I should like to know from the Senator from

California, who feels so deep an interest in the opinion of
General Scott on this subject, whether, supposing I got
his authority to state here that he would sustain these
measure-, precisely as they exist, he may hope to get the
vote of that Senator?

. ,Mr. GWIN. I will answer the Senator from North
Carolina.

Mr. MANGUM. I suppose I can as well answer for
the Senator. [ Laughter. J Gentlemen, therefore, need
not ahow so much solicitude in regard to a matter in which
they have so little personal interest.California, as a-
State, has just none at all. But, sir, I beg pardon, theyhave an interest, a deep interest, an interest Involving
fifty millions of dollars: because, I repeat that, if we give
them a satisfactory guarantee to make a certain nomina¬
tion, they hope to get in. I have nothing further to say
on that subject, except that it might be a little inconve¬
nient to some of the Democratic candidates to be placed
on the atand, and I were permitted, unskilled as 1 am of
late years, to run them through a course of seaichingexamination. I should like to know what are their opin¬ions about the existence of Mexican law in certain cases.
8ir, I have but little respect for the legal opinions of some
on that subject I have my own opinion, however, on that
matter, and should like to know their opinions on that and
divers other small matters. Those opinions, however, will
not influence my vote, and I wonld say further, that I do
not think it proper nor decorous to place those gentlemen
on the stand to answer such inquiries.

Mr. GWIN I shall detain the Senate but a moment
The Senator from North Carolina presented himself for¬
mally before the Senate this morning, acoording to a no-

ce which he had given iafit evening, for the purpose of
announcing the fact that h« is in favor of Gen. Scott for the
Presidency. He has given Ms reasons, and amonK those
reasons he has said that (Jen. Scott is as much in furor
of all the compromise measures, including the fugitive
shtve law, as any candidate of the Whig party for the
Presidency I therefore inferred that he spoke from au¬
thority, and thought it pertinent and respectful to make
the inquiry. No Democratic candidate has been brought
forward his morning in connexion with this question .

but I will say that if the nominee of the Baltimore Dein«.l
cratic Convention is not in favor of executing the fugitive
slave law as it is, and opposed to any alteration of that
law, 1 shall oppose his election. I take that responsibili-
ty in my p ace here, and 1 take the further responsibility
of saying that the gentleman can name no person who is
prominent among the proposed candidates of the Demo-
cratic party, who dees not intend to maintain that law
or who has a shadow of doubt as to his position on this
question.
Mr. MANGUM. That is true.
Mr. GWIN. There is a doubt in regard to Gen. Scott's

position. He has written letters heretofore; let him
write another, and pledge himself to the country and the
world that, if elected President of the United States he
will execute this law as it is, and oppose any amendment
of it.

CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENT.
THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES.

In the Senate, yesterday, Mr. Shields, from the
Committee on Military Affairs, presented the follow¬
ing interesting Keport, accompanied by a bill, pro¬
posing to increase the pay in several grades of the
Army, and to make other changes with a view to
improving its efficiency :

TheCo.MMiTTEE on Milxtary Affairs report: That there
now exists no provision of law which may afford an en¬
listed soldier of the army of the United States any suffi¬
cient ground to hope for advancement to any grade above
that of a non-commissioned officer, no matter what may
be his ability or zeal for the good of the service. The ar¬

my being properly and of necessity small, and provision
being made for the education of the greater number of its
officers at the Military Academy, vacancies which may
be filled by the appointment of non-commissioned officers
or soldiers are few, and hitherto these have generally been
filled by direct appointment firom civil life. The reason
for this probably is the want of some rale by which infor¬
mation respecting the merits of individuals in the lower
grades of the army could be obtained for reference. It
seems proper that measures should be adopted whioh will
supply this want, and that inducements be held out to such
men as may be wythy of promotion to enter and continue
in our military service. There is no more powerful in¬
centive to meritorious action, to properly constituted
minds, than thut of advancement in their own profession.
Unless some such inducement is offered, the soldiers of
the American army must continue to serve as they have
hitherto done, for the consideration of their' pay and sub¬
sistence alone, and from a sense of duty and subordina¬
tion, during the period of their enlistment. This is not
as it should be in such a country as ours, and is not gen¬
erous to men who, having the ability to'elevate themselves,
enter the service from an inclination to serve their coun¬

try in arms. The consequences to the army arc that ma¬

ny who would enter and continue in it, provided they had
even a remote prospect of advancement, will not enlist, or
if they do, only to serve for a single enlistment. Our of¬
ficers, except those from the Military Academy, must now
gain their first commissions entirely through executive
favor, and the soldiers lack the encouragement of a chance
for promotion. In this respect the army of the United
States is as exclusive as that of any nation in the world.
The only objection which can be urged to the promotion

of deserving non-commissioned officers and soldiers is,
that many of them may be deficient in the education and
habits which would enable them to perform the duties of
their station properly, if promoted ; and it cannot be de-
nied that there is some reason in it. A man may be an
excellent sergeant or corporal, have high ambition, and
yet might become a very indifferent or worthless officer.
Great care and discrimination would be required in the
selection of those who might be promoted directly, or the
promotion might be iiyurious to the service to the extent
of the appointment of an unfit person to office, and in the
end prejudicial to the individual whom it was intended to
reward. To provide against the dangers of direct pro¬
motion, as far as possible, and still to afford opportunities
for the advancement of enlisted men, it is proposed to
authorize the appointment of a limited number of cadets
from the army, from such non-commissioned officers as

may not be too much advanced in years. This would
render the experiment with reference to such appoint¬
ments less hazardous than direct promotion, and under
any circumstan<j|s would be beneficial to the individual,
by affording him the opportunity for acquiring an educa¬
tion fitting him for a higher position in the service, if he
did not possess it before. In cases where a candidate for
promotion may be too much advanced in years to enter
the Military Academy with a hope of benefit, promotion
if made at all would necessarily be direct. But such
cases would be the fewer in number, and would generally
occur amongst men who had received an education before
entering the army.

Various means have hitherto been tried to secure to the
army the re-enlistment of soldiers who have served one or
more enlistments. Could this be effected, and the men
of good character and conduct who enter the service be
retained, it could not fail to be of the greatest benefit to
the service, and wonld tend to raise the character and re¬

spectability of the numerous class of the army who com¬

pose the rank and file.
By the provisions of the act approved July 5,1838, each

non-commissioned officer or soldier who may re-enlist
within two months before or one month after the expira¬
tion of his term of service, is entitled to receive three
months^ extra pay. In addition to this, the act approved
une 1/, I860, provides that all soldiers enlisting or re-

enlisting at remote posts shall be entitled to receive as a

bounty the cost of subsisting and transporting a recruit
from the principal depot in the East. These bounties
range from $23 to $117 and $142, and have failed to pro¬
duce the effect for which they were intended. This was
declared in the report of the General-in-Chief to the Sec¬
retary of War of November 30, I860, (see Executive Doc.
No. 1, Senate, .'ilst Congress, 2d session, page 116,) and
he recommended that the section of the act which made
the allowance should be repealed. To afford a security
against desertion, the act of July 5, 1838, and a supple¬
ment thereto, require that one dollar per month of the
soldier's pay shall be retained until be is discharged. The
act making appropriation for the support of the army ap¬
proved September 28, I860, doubled the pay of enlisted
men serving in Oregon and California until March, ]&r>2,
but at the same time required that the gratuity should be
withheld until the expiration of their terms of service.
Each soldier, upon his discharge, is entitled to and receives
the amount of his pay and subsistenoe during the time
he is returning to the plaoe of his enlistment, and the
money value of such portions of his allowance of clothing
as he may not have drawn during his term of servioe.
The effect of these various provisions is to keep the sol¬
dier confined to the lowest rate of pay during his entire
J*® ot service, and at its expiration to place suddenly in
his hands a comparatively large sum of money. Many
soldiers when discharged return to the East to spend their
money, then re-enlist, and are sent back to the frontier
again, thus regularly subjecting the Government to the
cost of their transportation to and from their poets, and
depriving it of their services from the date of re-enlistment
until t hey join their companies, and yet drawing pay,
subsistence, and clothing for that period. The high boun¬
ties offered to the soldier afford him the meane of immedi¬
ately increasing the amount he receives npon his dis¬
charge, and then if he chooses he may desert, having both
means and incentives. He has no inducement to remain,
for in our service no distinction is made between a veteran
and a recruit The pay is precisely the same, and al¬
though the old soldier may have the large amount re¬

ceived as retained pay, bounties, 4c., he is in no situa¬
tion to use it for his permanent benefit. The principle
of existing laws to encourage re-enlistments is wrong. It
is to induce a man to resume the obligations of the soldier
by offering a high and immediate reward, while at th<^
same time the reward affords the means of throwing off
the obligation if he chooses to commit a crime. No per¬
manent improvement in his condition is in his view, no

matter how long he may have romained in service. As it
now is, a veteran who has served faithfully for ten years,
who has fought in a doxen battles, and is worth to the
Government as much as three raw recruits, stands upon
precisely the same footing as a man who enlisted yesterday.
When the two come to the pay table they are paid the
same amount, the same sura is retained as a security
against desertion, and there is no recognised distinction
between them whatever. This is not right, and should be
corrected. It should be an object to retain the services
of good men, as well as to fill the ranks. Instead of offer-'
ing a high and immediate reward which will tend to render
a man dissatisfied with his position and duties, and afford
him the moans of leaving the service if he chooses to de¬
sert, tho inducements held out for re-enlistraent should
be a regolar and permanent increase of his monthly pay,
somewhat proportioned to the increased value of his ner¬

vines to the Government and the increased respectability
of his position. " Every means," says Napoleon, " should
be taken to attach the Soldier to his colors." This is best
accomplished by showing consideration and respect to the
old soldier. His pay likwwiso should increase with his
length of service. It is the height of iiyostice to pay a

veteran no more than a recruit.'* (See Napoleon's Maxims.)
For such ends it is proposed to abolish all bounties which

are now allowed by law for enlisting or re-enlisting in the
service, and to increase the pay of the non-oommissioned
officers and soldiers two dollars per month daring the pe-

nod of thmr ascond enliatuient, nod one dollar per month
in addition thereto during the period for wfcich they mar
remain in service theaeafter. This will make the pay of
a private aoldicr of artillery and infantry who has terved
faithfully for ten yeara and over, though he may not hare
been ao fortunate as to gain promotion, ton dollars per
month. Cavalry privates would receive eleven dollars.
1 Ue mcreused pay wonld not materially increase the ex¬
penses of the army; and whatever increase there may be
will only be in proportion te the sucaesa of the plan, in re¬

taining experienced and valuable soldiers in service. If
the proposed object is not secured, the plan will not only
cost nothing, but be an actual saving of bounties now allow-
e by law. Moreover, with the present increase of money
ao much greater than the proportional increase in popu¬
lation, labor in ©very civil department of life must rise in

.
P*y °f the should rise also, and the

with fi ,U108LP'°Pe' *ay of increasing it appears to be
with the length of faithftil service.

therromo1!?^ prorisionii such as those proposed for

snldS^filT dt8ervmg non-commissioned officers and
soldiers, under such restrictions as will secure proper 7e-
lections, the gradual and steady increase in ?hen«vand
consideration of faithful and well-tried men, together with

by lawV securing0! ret* AVlum' now authorized

e.Lo,Mass st
SEasiKrxE** *.

"

.
By the provisions of existing laws the general command

l thttrmy' offic5rs commanding an army actually in the
field, the commanders of geographical divisions and de

KM\"- tbe 00Bamanders of permanent posts, gar-risoned by troops, are entitled to and receive double the
number of rations allowed to their grtftes. The effect oJ

allowance is to give an officer commanding a division
or department, or garrison, who is living in LarUw or
drawing the money commutation of their quarters and
fuel from *24 to $36, $72, or $90 per montKoS t^
an officer of the same grade serving in the field against an
nemy unless that officer happens to be in command of a

separate army. The number of armies must always bj
s nail, and the number of departments and garrisons com¬
paratively large. The allowance of double Nations, thew-
t «m>Qa;ra t0

.
onIj an inducement, so far as it goes

to officers to remain in garrison, rather than to take the
held, and should be abolished.

Jtasa tljere have been many disputes andmuch difficulty m the service relative to the rights and
privileges conferred by brevet rank. (See memorials of
officers of the army from Corpus Christi and other places
now before the Military Committee of the House of Repre¬
sentatives.) Decisions have been made and reiterated
upon the meaning of the 61st article of war; and, acoord-

rilent PnVr^frB-0f President Jackson, repeated by Pre-

SaSll u glVCu D0 Precedence except upon courts-

diffWelv ° 8U? C0urt8 *** composed of officers of
different corps, and upon detachments composed of differ¬
ent corps, especially sent out from the main body of an

eJiercis^ Jr ^sen\ {oT a limited time. This restricts the
exercise of it, and prevents interference with the rank

th^Un^Al conferr**and enjoined by commissions in
°/.the armJ- But it may be feared that the pro-

ZJ° t 0f,law ^tmg to officers holding commissions by
^ ' w.hen commanding a force equal in strength to the

2SE °{.l Tl,ar Krade in the line, the pay of such
°Peuf^.e ,°0T ^ %buses of some magnitude. Com¬

mands might be formed for the express purpose of giving
officers holding such commissions the positions and pay of
their brevet grades. As the rank has been lavishly be¬
stowed upon offioers, not only for services in the field, but
for services in the bureaux, the expenses of the army on

fim,!w(Tk "5* be increased far beyond any thing con¬
templated by the law. To these might be added the ex-

mands
movement of troops to make up the com-

It may be urged that reasons exist why officers holding
commissions by brevet should be employed rather than
tncir seniors, on account of the disability of the latter.
retired list, it is believed, would at once do away with such
a necessity, and with it the claim of brevet rank to any

confers"10" 111,411 th<i h°n°r ^^ction which it

ITh<5 dra^n 0fficer8 of the army during the year
j' ' °n account of double rations, was

K't i 00 account of brevet pay above the pay
to which officers were entitled by virtue of their commis¬
sions in the line of the army, $25,051.11. This latter
amount appears by the wording of the report to be exclu-
ive ot the amount drawn on account of brevet pay by

officers of the staff, and is therefore too small by that
amount to show the sum which would be saved by the

SS «l°n cSf th* a»o*ance. The total of the two sums is

i. if w I greater part of this sum, for both items,
thP^WDi 7 officers of the line who, with the exception of

^ ftfHLr7 ,g! artllIery> receive less pay than offi¬
cers of like grades of the staff; and in some respects the
allowances appear to be only justice, and the allowance of
an equivalent. In respect to the pay proper of officers of
the army, it is believed that the present provisions of law
are unequal, and that they tend to produce ill feeling and
dissension m the service. An officer of the staff stationed

r' d.raw,nS commutation for fuel and quarters and

1, ffiT fF Tfe9' "c*1"8 a greater pay proper than an
officerof similar grade in the infantry or artillery, who
may be living under canvass in the field, and serving
against an enemy. This is upequal, and no equivalent is
provided to the greater number of officers who cannot ob¬
tain the command of posts, or may not be possessed of

Z #.MoreoTer- if could, these advantages
would be contingent, and woald not do away with the in-

th^ii "C*pt ,n Part'cular cases, and temporarily, and
>»«.

In view of all these considerations, it is proposed to in¬
crease the pay proper of several grades of the army, in

H* r S*® lw4t °f the Une t0 that of the Btaff, leaving
the distinction between mounted and foot officers that of
he expense of their horses alone, and to abolish the al¬
lowances of double rations to commanding officers with
the exception of the general commanding the army or a
separate army in the field, and all allowances of pay on
account of brevet rank.

7

The amount of the retrenchment effected will not mate-
no, ly differ from the amount of the increased expenditure,
f" t ieTed jt this application ot it will be more
just to the officers and beneficial to the service

The committee also feel it to be their duty to recom¬
mend that certificates of merit be granted to non-commis¬
sioned officers, of which they have been inadvertently de¬
prived hy an oversight in past legislation ; and that such
a construction be placed upon the law in relation to this
subject as to carry out the original intention of the Le¬
gislature.

Legislation Wantxp..The recent decision in the U 8
District Court, in the case of the brothers of Capts. Dixey
and Pitman, who were charged with receiving the money
stolen from tbe ship Sterling, it is said, makes it no offence
against the laws of the United States to receive and con¬
ceal embexxled property. The taking of tbe money from
theMissouri by Dixey, the master, theJudge held to beetn-
bezriement and not larceny. There arc no offenees against
the United States other than those made so by express
act of Congress. A revisal of the criminal code by Con¬
gress has been in contemplation.Boston Journal

Some of the people of Tremont oounty, Iowa, appear to
be much inccnsed against the Mormons under Elder
Hyds. They recently held a public meeting at which the
Saints were severely denonnced for having combined to
elect a certain Judge. Sundry resolutions were passed,
one of which declared that they would not recogniae any
Judge who was elected by the Mormon vote.

The Ei.oQL'r.Nca or Motion..Everyone has read of the
"action," "action," «. action" of Demosthenes, and of
what a variety of emotions and passions Roscius could
express by mere gestures Let it not be Mipposed that such
perfections of art belonged to the ancients only. The
following anecdotc of William C. Pri'Ton is illustrative
of our remarks:
" Rome years ago, among a thousand others, we were listen¬

ing to one of his splendid harangues from tbe stamp. Beside
us was one as dear as a post, in breathless attention, catching
upparfntljr every word that fell from the orator's Hps. Now
Ihe tears of delight would roll down his check, and now. In an

ungovernable ecotacy, he would nhont Ofct applause, which
might have been mistaken for the noise of a small thunder¬
storm.
"At length Preston launched out one of those passages of

massive declamation which those who have heard him well
know him to be so capable of uttering. In magnificent splen¬
dor it was what Ilyron has described the mountain storms of
Jura. Its effect upon the multitude was like a whirlwind.
Onr deaf friend could contain himself no longer, hut bawling
into our ear, as if he wonld blow open with a tempe'xt, he cried :
" Who's that a speaking?"
" Wm. C. Preston," replied we, a? loud as onr lunge would

let us.
" Who?" inquired he, still louder now than before. .

"Wm- 0. Preston, of South Carolina!" replied we, almost
splitting our throat in the elfort.
"Well, well," returned he, "I can't hear a word he or ymi

are saying, but grrat Jerirho, don't he do thr mctiont nplcvdid t"

A Mr. Rivera, in London, raises Strawmerries in pot#
by a pe&iliar poceaa:
" ' About the aeeond week to July,' he nays, he filled a number of

.ivinch pots 'with a com poet of two third" loam and cm»-thlr<l rotten
dun*, u follow* three flout pterex of broken pots wers pl»oecl In tho
bottom. Mid a full handful of the com poet put In; a "tout wooden per tie
was then uwd with all the for** of a mnn'n arm to po»nd It, snd Mien
knoU er handful and a pounding, aad another, till the pet wm brimful,
an«l theeompremod mould a* hard sea barn-floor. The pots war® then
taken to the «trawberry-hed, and a maner placet hi the nentrS «f
each, wlUi a small .tone to keen It steady. They wsre watered In 4rj
weather, and have had no other rare or eultrtre Tor two or three
year* 1 have had the very flneet cropa from plant* after this method,
and thoee nnder notlee promlee well If the pots art- lifted, It will be
apparent that a large quanUty of food la In a Mnall apace. I may aM
that, from eome reeent operfmenU with oompresaed earth to potted
fruit trsea, I have a high opinion e* Us e»«t, and I fully believe that
we have yet much to Inarm on the auhJect'


